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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This application has been examined. The amendment filed 4/20/05 has been 
entered. 

2. 2.35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 33, 40-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. These claims are directed to a 
computer program stored on a "computer readable medium" but, following the 
specification, a computer readable medium may merely be a signal or data structure 
supported on a network, and thus is non-statutory subject matter. See specification 
page 8 lines 10-11, and note that "in this case" the program is read through the network, 
and thus may be embodied on a signal. Note that this may be remedied by amending 
these claims to incorporate claim 49, for example such as to recite "A computer 
readable memory for storing a computer program ..." 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-33, 40-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McKnight et a! (6670974) and Wanderski (6147687). 

6. Regarding claim 1 , McKnight et al show the processing apparatus capable of 
activating an application for displaying on a display screen information for a peripheral 
device on a communication link (abstract, column 2 lines 35-50), including: storage 
means for storing device information of a peripheral device on a communication link in 
resident memory (column 5 lines 15-25), obtaining means for obtaining status 
information of the device through the communication link when the application is 
activated (column 6 lines 10-35), first display control means for displaying on the display 
screen status information of the device on the communication link according to the 
information stored in the storage means (column 5 lines 20-35), and a second display 
control means for updating the content of the information displayed by the first control 
means according to the device status information obtained (column 6 lines 25-40 and 
55-67, column 7 lines 25-45). McKnight et al do not specifically state that the 
information stored in the storage means is necessarily displayed before the obtaining 
means completes obtaining the status information, but does mention efficient displaying 
and updating of information to the user on a user interface. Furthermore, Wanderski 
does teach displaying the older information such as that stored in the storage means 
before the obtaining means completes obtaining the updated information (column 8 
lines 5-15, 19-45, column 10 lines 20-47) for efficient displaying and updating of 
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information to the user on a user interface. It would have been obvious to a person with 
ordinary skill in the art to have this in McKnight et al, because it would provide an 
efficient way to display and update information to a user on a user interface. Note that 
the claim recites "status" or "alert" information in alternative form, so status information 
fulfils the claim. 

7. Regarding claim 2, the obtaining means obtains information of the peripheral 
device from a storage on the peripheral device (McKnight et al Figure 10, column 5 lines 
1-20). 

8. Regarding claim 3, the peripheral device is a printer (McKnight et al column 7 
lines 1-10). 

9. Regarding claim 4, the information is obtained related to the peripheral device 
from the connected computer (McKnight et al column 7 lines 10-24). 

10. Regarding claim 5, the information is obtained from a management apparatus on 
the communication link (McKnight et al column 7 lines 30-35). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 6, the information of the device on the communication link 
stored in the storage means is updated on the network (McKnight et al column 7 lines 
35-47). 
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12. Regarding claim 7. the second display control means displays a progress of 
obtaining information (McKnight et al column 8 lines 1-19). 

13. Regarding claim 8, status information that is changed is displayed in the second 
control means in a predetermined display form (McKnight et al column 8 lines 45-60). 

14. Regarding claim 9, status information of each device is sequentially obtained in 
an order based on predetermined condition (McKnight et al column 8 lines 35-46). 

15. Regarding claim 10, the condition may be externally predetermined via a 
registration means (McKnight et al column 8 lines 59-67 and column 9 lines 1-20). 

16. Regarding claim 11, information determined to not be dynamic is displayed in the 
first means (McKnight et al column 9 lines 5-30). 

17. Regarding claim 12, the second display control means updates the information 
displayed by the first display control means according to dynamic information obtained 
(McKnight et al column 7 lines 50-67 and column 8 lines 1-13). 
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18. Regarding claim 13, the second display control means changes a form of a 
symbol of information displayed in the first means according to the dynamic information 
(McKnight et al Figures 2-4). 

19. Regarding claim 14, the dynamic information includes information related to a 
state of expendables for the device (McKnight et al column 9 lines 15-41). 

20. Regarding claim 15, the dynamic information includes error information 
(McKnight et al column 10 lines 15-26 and column 9 lines 1-21). 

21 . Regarding claim 16, the dynamic information includes information as to whether 
the device is in use (McKnight et al column 9 lines 1-27). 

22. Regarding claim 17. McKnight et al show the processing method capable of 
displaying on a display screen information for a peripheral device on a communication 
link when an application is activated (abstract, column 2 lines 35-50, column 6 lines 10- 
30), including: reading device information of a peripheral device on a communication 
link from resident memory (column 5 lines 15-25), obtaining information of the device 
through the communication link when the application is activated (column 6 lines 10-35), 
displaying on the display screen information of the device on the communication link 
according to the information read from the resident memory (column 5 lines 20-35), and 
updating the content of the information displayed by the first control means according to 
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the device information obtained (column 6 lines 25-40 and 55-67, column 7 lines 25-45). 
McKnight et al do not specifically state that the information read from the resident 
memory Is necessarily displayed before obtaining the information is completed, but 
does mention efficient displaying and updating of information to the user on a user 
interface. Furthermore, Wanderski does teach displaying the older information such as 
that read from the resident memory before obtaining the updated information is 
completed (column 8 lines 5-15, 19-45, column 10 lines 20-47) for efficient displaying 
and updating of information to the user on a user interface. It would have been obvious 
to a person with ordinary skill in the art to have this in McKnight et al, because it would 
provide an efficient way to display and update information to a user on a user interface. 

23. Regarding claim 1 8, the obtaining means obtains information of the peripheral 
device from a storage on the peripheral device (McKnight et al Figure 10, column 5 lines 
1-20). 

24. Regarding claim 1 9, the peripheral device is a printer (McKnight et al column 7 
lines 1-10). 

25. Regarding claim 20, the information is obtained related to the peripheral device 
from the connected computer (McKnight et al column 7 lines 10-24). 
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26. Regarding claim 21, the information is obtained from a management apparatus 
on the communication link (McKnight et al column 7 lines 30-35). 

27. Regarding claim 22, the information of the device on the communication link 
stored in the storage means is updated on the network (McKnight et al column 7 lines 
35-47). 

28. Regarding claim 23, the second display control means displays a progress of 
obtaining information (McKnight et al column 8 lines 1-19). 

29. Regarding claim 24, status information that is changed is displayed in the second 
control means in a predetermined display form (McKnight et al column 8 lines 45-60). 

30. Regarding claim 25, status information of each device is sequentially obtained in 
an order based on predetermined condition (McKnight et al column 8 lines 35-46). 

31 . Regarding claim 26, the condition may be externally predetermined via a 
registration means (McKnight et al column 8 lines 59-67 and column 9 lines 1-20). 

32. Regarding claim 27, information determined to not be dynamic is displayed in the 
first means (McKnight et al column 9 lines 5-30). 
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33. Regarding claim 28, the second display control means updates the information 
displayed by the first display control means according to dynamic information obtained 
(McKnight et al column 7 lines 50-67 and column 8 lines 1-13). 

34. Regarding claim 29, the second display control means changes a form of a 
symbol of information displayed in the first means according to the dynamic information 
(McKnight et al Figures 2-4). 

35. Regarding claim 30, the dynamic information includes information related to a 
state of expendables for the device (McKnight et al column 9 lines 15-41). 

36. Regarding claim 31 , the dynamic information includes error information 
(McKnight et al column 10 lines 15-26 and column 9 lines 1-21). 

37. Regarding claim 32, the dynamic information includes information as to whether 
the device is in use (McKnight et al column 9 lines 1-27). 

38. Claim 33 recites the same features as claim 1 7 and is rejected for the same 
reasons. 

39. Claims 40-48 recite the same features as claims 24-32 respectively and are 
rejected for the same reasons as those claims respectively. 
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40. Claim 49 shows tlie same features as claim 33 and is rejected for the same 
reasons. 

41 . Claim 50 shows the same features as claim 1 and is rejected for the same 
reasons. 

42. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Regarding the 101 rejection, as stated in the Office Action, merely reciting 
that the program is stored on a "computer readable medium" is not statutory in this case 
since the specification allows for the medium to be data along a network. 

Regarding the 103 rejection, the summary of invention and claim 1 is noted. 
McKnight does in fact show information for a peripheral device, which is in fact status 
information. The claims recite "status" or "alert" in alternative form, and so the fact that 
McKnight shows status information satisfies the claim. Wanderski is brought in to show 
displaying the older information such as that read from the resident memory before 
obtaining the updated information is completed. The motivation to combine this with 
McKnight is for efficient displaying and updating of information to the user on a user 
interface. Together, this combination brings out the claimed features. 

43. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply Is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

44. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven P Sax whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 AM - 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine KIncald can be reached on (571 ) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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